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SUB J : NAXRUL ISLAM'S DEATH: LOVE AND HATE BETWEEN THE TWO BENGALS 

1 . DEATH OF BENGALI MOSLEM POET KAZI NAZRUL ISLAM IN DACCA AUG- 
UST 29 WAS MAJOR NEWS IN CALCUTTA. CHIEF MINISTER RAY AND A HOST 
OF DIGNITARIES AND LUMINARIES FROM THE CALCUTTA LITERARY WORLD 
ASSEMBLED AT TAGORE AUDITORIUM AFTERNOON AUGUST 30 TO PAY HOMAGE 
TO ISLAM, AND THE PAPERS AUGUST 30 ARE REPLETE WITH TRIBUTE TO 

THE POET. ALMOST ALL CAST ISLAM AS A SYMBOL OF THE SPIRITUAL AND 
CULTURAL UNITY OF THE TWO BENGALS AND EMPHASIZE THAT WHILE HE 
WAS MOSLEM HE WAS MARRIED TO A HINDU. STUDIES SANSKRIT AND HAD 
CLOSE TIES WITH THE HINDU COMMUNITY. 

2. IF THE OVERALL THEME WAS ALL-BENGAL UNITY, THE MAIN SUB-THEME 
WAS ONE OF DISTINCT IRRITATION TOWARD BANGLADESH. SEVERAL PAPERS 
REPORT THAT ISLAM "DIED AN INDIAN", I.E. THAT HE HAD RETAINED 
INDIAN CITIZENSHIP AND SPIRITUALLY FELT HIMSELF MORE INDIAN THAN 
BANGLADESHI. IN A TONE OF MORAL OUTRAGE PAPERS REPORT THAT 
ISLAM'S SON SABYMAACHI, WHO LIVES IN CALCUTTA, WENT TO DACCA 
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AUGUST 29 ON HEARING OF HIS FATHER'S DEATH, ONLY TO FIND THAT 
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HIS FATHER HAD ALREADY BEEN BURIED. "WE WERE SIMPLY STUNNED AT 
THE TREATMENT METED OUT TO US BY THE BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT", 
SABYASACHI REPORTEDLY SAID ON RETURNING TO CALCUTTA AUGUST 30. 
APPARENTLY SABYASACHI HAD HOPED TO BRING HIS FATHER'S REMAINS 
BACK TO CALCUTTA BUT WAS REFUSED PERMISSION BY BANGLADESH 
AUTHORITIES. 

3. IN ANOTHER INDIRECT SLAP AT BANGLADESH GOVT, CONGRESS-AFFIL- 
IATED AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA AND JUGANTAR AUGUST 31 CARRY ARTICLES 
ON THE JSD. PAPERS REPORT THAT JSD IS NOW DIVIDED INTO TWO 
GROUPS, ONE WHICH SEEKS THE GOVERNMENT'S PERMISSION TO FUNCTION 
OPENLY IN THE POLITICAL ARENA AND THE OTHER WHICH IS DETERMINED 
TO PURSUE ARMED STRUGGLE AGAINST THE CURRENT REGIME. PAPERS 
RECALL EXECUTION OF COLONEL ABU TAHER AND ARREST OF VARIOUS 
JSD LEADERS BUT REPORTS THAT "AS SOON AS THE JUDGEMENT OF THE 
SPECIAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL WAS PASSED, CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF BANGLADESH BETWEEN THE ARMY AND JSD WORKERS. 
THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTEMPTS TO DISARM THE JSD WORKERS HAVE NOT 
BEEN SUCCESSFUL." 
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